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SUBJECT: MDB ISSUES STATEMENT; CRISIS SEEMS TO BE SUBSIDING 
REF: BRASILIA 2817 

1 . IN ANTICIPATION OF MDB NATIONAL DIRECTORATE MEETING APRIL 7 
(REF TEL), LEADERS OP BOTH PARTIES WORKED OUT INPORMAL "TRUCE" 

IN CONGRESS ACCORDING TO WHICH ISSUES INVOLVED IN CURRENT TENSION 
WOULD NOT BE ADDRESSED EXCEPT IN MOST CAREPUL WAY. IN 
MEANTIME, VARIOUS MDB COMPONENTS BEGAN JOCKYING POR 
POSITION TO INPLUENCE NATURE OP EXPECTED MDB "NOTE TO THE 
NATION." PORMER PRIME MINISTER TANCREDO NEVES WAS SLECTED 
TO DO A DRAPT. 

2. AS WAS GENERALLY-BUT NOT UNIVERSALLY" "EXPECTED, PARTY 
WAS ABLE TO AGREE ON STATEMENT ISSUED APRIL 7. BEGINNING 
"ACTS OP PORCE ARE BECOMING A GOVERNMENT ROUTINE." STATEMENT 
GOES ON TO DECLARE PARTY’S STRENGTH, MATURITY, AND DEDICATION 
TO DEMOCRACY, AND TO DECRY GOVERNMENT'S REPEATED USE OP 
ARBITRARY POWERS AND PAILURE TO SOLVE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS ("RISE IN THE COST OP LIVING, THE GROWTH OP 

OUR FOREIGN DEBT, THE INJUSTICE IN THE DISTRIBUTION OP 
WEALTH," ETC.). STATEMENT PROTESTS THREE RECENT CASSATIONS 
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THEMSELVES, MDB, CONGRESS, AND "ALMOST 250 THOUSAND" 

VOTERS. SCORING "THE RENEWED USE OF ARBITRARINESS, (OF) 
FLAGRANT DISRESPECT TO THE POPULAR WILL," STATEMENT 
DECLARES THAT FAILURE OF ECONOMIC POLICY IS JOINED BY "EFFORT 
TO DISTRAOT THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, TO INTIMIDATE THE 
OPPOSITION...TO ANESTHETIZE, BY REPETITION AND HABIT, THE 
CIVIC CONSCIENCE OF BRAZILIANS, IN ORDER TO PERPETUATE 
THE ANTI-DEMOCRATIC REGIME." STATEMENT ALSO CALLS FOR 
REVOCATION OF IA-5, CRITICIZING IT ON GROUNDS (AMONG OTHERS) 
THAT IT "SHELTERS POLICE ABSOLUTISM, TRUCULENT, INHUMAN, 

AND IRRESPONSIBLE." 

3. COMMENT: INEVITABLY, STATEMENT DREW PROMPT, SHARP 
BLASTS FROM ARENA LEADERS, AND GOVERNMENT PARTY IS TO ISSUE 
FORMAL REBUTTAL APRIL 8. THIS IS BASIC RITUAL, ACCRDING TO 
WHICH MDB IS OBLIGED, IN FACE OF ANY SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENT, TO MAKE FORMAL DECLARATION PRESERVING PARTY 
PRINCIPLE AND REFLECTING CONSTITUENT SENTIMENT AS PARTY 
PERCEIVES IT, AND ARENA IS OBLIGED TO SHOW ITS MUSCLE AND 
DEMONSTRATE ITS VIABILITY AS POLITICAL INSTRUMENT CAPABLE OF 
RESPONDING ADEQUATELY TO OPPOSITION CHALLENGE. QUESTION NOW 
IS WHETHER GOVERNMENT WILL CONSIDER THAT IT NEEDS TO DO 
ANYTHING ELSE, BUT CONSENSUS IS THAT MDB STATEMENT 
WILL BE ASSIMILATED. FOR ONE THING, ITS INSTITUTIONAL 
NATURE MEANS THAT ANY GOVERNMENT REACTION WOULD HAVE TO 
BE BROAD-GAUGED, THAT IS, CASSATION OF MDB LEADERSHIP, 

BANNING OF THE PARTY, OF CLOSING OF CONGRESS, ALL MEASURES 
SEEN AS DISPROPORTIONATE. (CONGRESS WILL IN ANY CASE 
RECESS FOR HOLY WEEK, PERMITTING FURTHER COOLING OF 
ATMOSPHERE.) OUR OWN READING OF STATEMENT LEADS TO 
CONCLUSION THAT MDB LEADERSHIP ACHIEVED ITS PURPOSE OF 
STAYING SHORT, WITH SOME MARGIN, OF FORCING GOVERNMENT'S 
HAND. IT DID NOT, HOWEVER, SUCCEED IN SIMULTANEOUSLY 
GRATIFYING THE HOTTER HEADS WITHIN PARTY RANKS. THERE 
THUS REMAINS SOME POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER INDIVIDUAL STATE- 
MENTS WHICH COULD BRING TOUGH GOVERNMENT ACTION OF 
FURTHER WORSEN MDB S INTERNAL DIVISIONS. OVERALL, HOWEVER, 
THE CRISIS SEEMS TO BE SUBSIDING. END COMMENT. 

CRIMMINS 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SITUATION, POLITICAL FREEDOM, OPPOSITION PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BRASIL03019 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 34-0509 
From: BRASILIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760485/aaaactxp.tel 

Line Count: 99 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 BRASILIA 2817 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUL 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <27 OCT 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MDB ISSUES STATEMENT; CRISIS SEEMS TO BE SUBSIDING 
TAGS: PINT, BR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



